A national Change in Morals, in Meaſures, and 
in Politics neceſſary to national Proſperity. 
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r is the manner of modern Authors 

to introduce their publications with 
| ſtudied and affected apologies. The 
Writer of the preſent Pamphlet thinks 
himſelf not obliged to any ſuch conci- 
liating conceſſions. He deems it unne- 
ceſſary either to ſoften the ſpirit in 
which he has written, or to vindicate 
the choice of the Og _— 
wee inſpired it. 


Is he rigid as a moraliſt? Is he in- 
dignant as a citizen? Is he zealous as a 
ch riſtian Et cenſore et haruſpice opus eſt. 
Ci A "The 
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The times ſuggeſt this animation. Len- 
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prevailing diſorders. Diſguiſe and Diſ- 


from the integrity of his heart. He 


he throws down no legal foundations. 


projects no revolution in government. 
What need then of an apology? The 
miſſionaries of faction ſpeak aloud, con- 
vene publickly, act openly. And it is 


90 ee of the Church of England as 


itives are ill accommodated to the 
ſimulation were criminal. He writes 


writes from the honeſt reſentments of a 
liege ſubject. | 


"My propagates no political novelties : 


He abets no innovations in the ſtate : he 


ſurely as allowable to inculcate allegi- 
ance as to ailceminate treaſon. 

Dove hers remain an een to 
the author from profeſſional improprie- 
ty? He reſts his vindication on the un- 
queſtioned authority of the firſt and 
ableſt law writer in the kingdom. The 
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iin matters of faith and morality they 
* acknowledge no guide but the Scrip- 
** tures, ſo in matters of external polity 
and of private right they derive all 
their title from the civil magiſtrate; 
«they look up to the king as their head, 
to the parliament as their lawgiver, 
and pride themſelves in nothing fo 
* juſtly, as in being true members of 
* the church, emphatically by law 
© eſtabliſhed. Whereas the principles 
of thoſe who differ from them, as well 
in one extreme as in the other, are 
« 8 80 and totally deſtructive of thoſe 
£ ties and obligations by which all ſo- 
ff, ey is kept together; equally en- 
e croaching on thoſe rights, which rea- 
*ſon and the original contract of every 
< free ſtate in the univerſe have veſted in 
< the ſovereign power; and equally 
* aiming at a diſtin& and independent 
** ſupremacy of their own.—The dread- 
ful effects of ſuch bigotry when actu- 
* ated by erroneous principles, even of 
ny ob, N A 3 | cc the 
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© the proteſtant kind, was ee 
evident from the hiſtory of the ana- 
< baptiſts in Germany, the covenanters 
an Scotland, and that deluge of ſecta- 
* ries in En gland, who murdered their 
„ ſovereign, overturned the church and 

© monarchy, ſhook every pillar of law, 
* juſtice and private property, and moſt 
bl devoutly eſtabliſhed a kingdom of the 
'F# ſaints | in their ſtead,” * T0193 | 


Tuvs Fannchpidd nd clivs gel, 
the n if uh Diſcourſe: profeſſes 
to ſpeak from the moſt conſcientious 
motives. He has little to hope, leſs to 
expect, and nothing to fear, either from 
the favour of miniſters, or the frown of 
malcontents. He has no connection ei- 
ther with the leaders of, or the dependents 
upon, adminiſtration; with thoſe whodiſ- 
tribute, or thoſe who enjoy the honours 
and re IAN of office. Much leſs 


ber Plckone's com 10. Vol. 4: b. 103. 
does 


PREFACE. vii 
does he think, and much leſs. has he to 
do with the demagogues, or their 
dupes ; with the political empirics, or 
the ſubjects of their impoſition ; with 
the original venders, or the ſmall dealers 
in ſedition; —with the rebels, their 
agents, accomplices, or aſſociations. 
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Fear the Lord and the King. 


T has been and is yet no ſingular opi- 
nion, that Religion has nothing to do 
with Policy. Some of the real friends 
and ſome. of the avowed enemies of 
Chriſtianity have joined in this haſty aſſump- 
tion. But although actuated by different mo- 
tives, and driving at different ends, they have 
both involved themſelves in one and the ſame 
K 8 
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So far and fo glaringly have they been mil 
taken, that we dare venture to aſſert, that 
ſociety cannot be ſupported, no national eſta- 
bliſhment can be formed, and no. ſcheme of 
8 2 good 
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good government can continue, nay even ſub- 
ſiſt, without the reſtraints and incentives of 
religion. For where or when did you ever 
read or hear of a body politic, an army, or a 
nation of unbelievers, of a people addicted 
to no religious rites, and accuſtomed to ſup- 
plicate no God ? Of all the wild fictions 
which infidelity has intruded upon the world 
to impoſe its unnatural ſyſtem ; and of all the 
monſters which have, either really exiſted, or 
only been faid to exiſt, none ſo portentous as 
an e "of atheiſts has ever yet appeared. 
No. Let the ſtubborn ſceptic wrangle as per- 
verſely, invent as largely, and declaim as 
loudly as he pleaſes, yet the truth he combats 
will ſtill remain in the ſame full force, and, 
after all, it will be manifeſt that verily there 
is a reward for the ri gbteous, doubilę eſs there 
ia God which judgeth the earth.” 


 Troven this life is ſhort, and we are admo- 
niſhed not to ſet our affections upon it;—though 
the things of this world, though the kingdoms 
of the earth and all their glory are tranſitory, 
are trifling, are light as vanity or a vapour 
when compared to the things of eternity, yet 
| we 


| 'E 11 1 
we ſhould conſider that they are, in ſome pro- 
portion or other, every man's probationary poſ- 

ſeſſion, talents entruſted to our improvement, 


and the poſſible introduction to a better inheri- _ 
tance, to a houſe and habitation not made with | | 
:hands reſerved in heaven for us: that our future 9 
allotment depends upon the uſe or abuſe of our 3 
preſent portion, on the profits of our negoti- 1 
ation, and the improvement of the ſtock con- 1 
ſigned to us:— that, conſidered in this light, | 
every ſtation, every condition, every office and $5 | 
employment becomes of unſpeakable impor- _ 
tance and conſideration; and that we muſt be | | . | 


content or compelled, notwithſtanding our 

fancied conſequence, to be everlaſtingly 

| wretched, or rewarded in the next world, ac- 
cording to our demeanour'! in this, 


By wr demeanour or e er here be- 
low is not meant our private conduct, our 
private converſation, or our private opinions 
only. Under this term, it will readily be ad- 
mitted, the public as well as the private, the 
relative no leſs than the proper duties and 
offices of men are included. For the great 
Author of our ſalvation addreſſes us not only 
as 
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as individuals, but as citizens; and gave po- 
ſitiye commands and directions to public offi- 
cers, to common ſoldiers, and private ſub- 
jects. In his idea, a withholding of tribute 
was an act of fraud: Murmuring in a military 
ſubaltern was an inſtance of diſobedience: 
and, if a public agent demanded or received 
more than was appointed, it was deemed a 
3 deed of extortion. Though hy birth exempt- 
ed, he himſelf paid tribute, and leſt this due 
ſubjection ſhould not be paid, and that no 
umbrage might be given, and no unneceſſary 
reſiſtance offered to the rulers. of the ſtate, a 
miracle was wrought and the laws of the uni- 
verſe were ſuſpended. The paſſages in Scrip- 
ture Which inforce the duty of the ſubje#, 
which point out the connection of true Religi- 
on and ſound Policy, and which demonſtrate 
the inſeparable. alliance of church and fate, 
are ee v0 and eenvineing : The 
6Ethis diy; gan en een .of os con- 
neftion and alliance, and a preſent and pow- 
erful confirmation of the ſound doctrine con- 
tained in the words of the tent. Maur the Erd 

| and the King. 1 ; Pf 
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Tur fear of God in Scripture is in different 
places underſtood, and applied, in different 
acceptations, and to different purpoſes. This 
common obſervation is adduced not for your 
information, but becauſe the preſent ſubject 
ſeems to require it. Sometimes, then, it 
means that dread of the Holy and Almighty 
Being which ever accompanies the conſciouſ- 
neſs, and uniformly follows the commiſſion, of 
ſin. I tremble far fear of thee and am afraid of 
thy judgments, is the real and unaffected lan- 
guage of a ſinner trembling under: the anxious 
apprehenſion of future vengeance. But the 
fear of God is alſo ſometimes, uſed. for the 
wbole of religion. It denotes that filial reve- 
rence which a good man pays to his Maker. 
It betokens that affectionate awe with which 
the devout theiſt contemplates the great Uni- 
verſal Spirit; and deſcribes that grateful reſ- 
pet and humble confidence with which the 
pious chriſtian addreſſes his loving Lord. T, be 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; a 
good underſtanding have all they that do there- 
after : the pra ie of it endureth for ever, 
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vice and guiltleſs of intentional error we are 


yet it would undoubtedly prove an ample ſe- 


God knows, from innocence, no claim to an 


diſobedient children, In this criminal ſitua- 


from heaven: if mercy is extended, it muſt 


14 1 
1 Taxe, therefore, this ſenſe of the word 
along with us, let us examine what effect the 
fear of God is fitted to have upon us as men 
and citizens, as Britons as well as Cbriſtians. 


I. As men, ſuppoſing us even free from 


abſolute dependents, we are unprofitable pen- 
ſioners on the bounty of heaven: And, though 
undeviating rectitude of conduct could entitle 
us, on the rigid ſcore of juſtice, to no reward; 


curity againſt vindif#ive inflittion. But as 
things are unhappily circumſtanced, and as 
events have deplorably fallen out, we have, 


exemption from puniſhment. As men, we 
are not only impotent, but guilty creatures. 
God is our offended father, and: we are his 


tion, no hope from nature, no reſource from 
reaſon, no relief from juſtice is to be expected 
or derived. If hope comes, it muſt 'come 


flow from God: if an expedient for our deli- 


verance is is diſcovered, it muſt be the diſcovery 
; of 


t 

of infinite wiſdom: if our ſal vation is effected 
it muſt be the effort of omnipotence. And, 
here, the unmerited dawn of the Cbriſtian day 
breaks upon the benighted world with welcome 
ſplendour. By the revelation of Chriſt, we 
are aſſured, that God is placable, and man 
reſtored to a poſſibility of ſal vation. A period 
of grace is proclaimed, and upon ſtipulated 
conditions a general amneſty is offered, by a 
delegate from heaven. But. as this is the ſole, 
ſo it is the laſt, interpoſition of God in our 
favour. There remaineth, we are informed, 10 

more ane, for lin. 5 


8 wee A enlightened as we are, 
ſhould not this revelation, in the very firſt 
place, lead us, as individuals and ſinners, to 
humble ourſelves before Almighty God, to 
confeſs, to abhor, to forſake our ſins, and to 
walk before him in newneſs of life? Repen- 
tance is the condition fixed in the unalterable 
Will and word of God, in order to acceptance 
with him. A change of mind and manners 
and an habitual courſe of future obedience are 
as abſolute” terms of ſalvation as faith itſelf. 
And whatever additional command, admoni- 

tion, 
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n 
tion, or rule of liſe, the reyelation of God in 
ſoripture, or in other words, religion or the 
fear of the Lord n 1 it is our bounden 
8 oy to oo: 
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; Bible; then, we.ſhall find that we are not only 


obliged as individuals and chriſtians to fear 
and worſhip: God, but as citizens to love and 


aſſiſt our brethren. And as we could not live 


together even in one family; and as the wants, 
the conveniences and comforts, of * ſociety could 


much leſs be relieved, procured or adminiſ- 
tred without due ſubjection and ſubordination, 
we ſhall alſo diſcover that we are required to 
PE! all 2 940 eres and eee to thoſe 


Ir "A e ine to oY FR e FE * 


of the Social ſtate, proved and enforced with convictive 


and invincible ſtrength of argument, he may read Wool- 


laſton, p. 145 ; or Grotius de Jure, lib. I. c. iv.“; but 


more particular] y Puffendorf de Officio Hominis & Civis, 
lib. II. c.v & vi; and Mr, Owen's incomparable 
Infirmary Sermon. Or if the Socratic form of reaſoning 


be more adapted to his taſte, he will find the ſame ſub- 


je& treated in a perſuaſive, perſpicuous, and detailed 
manner in Plato de 25 Hf. II. p. 556. fol. Ga. 
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who are ſet in authority over us. Religion is 
not the author of confuſion but of peace. 
Hence we find the religious ſtateſman in my 
text joins the fear of God and the king together. 
Hence the Apoſtle, almoſt in the fame words 
admoniſhes, fear God, honour the king. Hence 
our maſter Chriſt, preſerving the ſame con- 
nexion, commands, render therefore to Czfar 
' the things which are Ceſar's, and to God the 
things which are God's, Thus cloſely united, 
thus eq ually binding are the "aero of piety 
and the 50 of” Fe as F 


- Pats the dis authority which en- 
Joins this duty to the civil magiſtrate, pre- 
ſcribes” alſo the degree, defines the meaſure, 
and infers the neceſſity of it. Render to all 
their dues, Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher 
| powers, The powers that be are ordained of 
God. Rulers are the miniſters of God. They 
bear not the ſword in vain. They. are a terror 
to evil works :—revengers Fo execute wrath upon 
bim that doeth evil. The inference from this 
in the apoſtolical eſtimation and language is, 
| Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject not only for 
WONG but for conſcience ſake ; for, as bey * 


TOE 


rol rh, the ordinance of God, they foul te 
calbs to en, be 1 


bor beſides and tes: pts which 
are ſolely pointed to Enforce/our'duty as citi- 
paris ſubjects, the chriſtian religion in the 
WHOLE of it —in its genius, in the moral it 
teaches, in the graces it inſpires, in the vir- 
tues it exacts, and the examples it exhibits, 
is wonderfully calculated to promote, ſecure, 
and eſtabliſh the order of ſociety and the ends 
of conſtitutional government. That humi- 
lity, that moderation, that detachment from 
the world, that denial of ſordid ſelf, that en- 
dearing courteſy, that overflowing compaſſi- 
on, that force of friendſhip, that energy of 
charity, that generous, that almoſt unlimited 
regard to the claims, to the intereſts and hap- 
pineſs of others, and that uniform habitude 
of ſelf government which it inculcates and 
_ impreſſes on the private believer, have a di- 
rect tendency to ſhed the moſt orderly and 


5 2 influence on the colleive body of 
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his own wants, weakneſſes, and imperfec- 
tions, *who that has a broken and contrite 
heart, will affe& to be haughty to his ſupe- 
riors, to deſpiſe government, to ſpeak evil of 
dignities, or to open his mouth, or lift up his 
hand, againſt the ruler of his nation? Who 
that has renounced the. world, will be back- 
ward to pay tribute to whom tribute, and cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom, is due? Who that is meek, 
merciful, kind, compaſſionate, courteous, and 
tender-hearted, will deform his features, vex 
his ſoul and embitter his life, with party— 
rage, rancour and malignity? Who that has 
acquired the familiar habit of ſelf government, 
will refuſe to comply with the wholeſome re- 
gulations of civil policy? Or who that has 
that charity, which Believeth all things, which 
'  hopeth all things, which endureth all things — 
who that has imbibed the ſpirit of that real 
patriot who counted not bis life dear to himſelf, 
and who wiſhed himſelf accurſed for his bre- 
thren—who that is a diſciple of that divine 
Saviour who died for his enemies will heſitate 
for a moment, to part with his property, to 
expend his blood and to laviſh his life, when- 
wag B 2 4 ver 
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ever the ſafety of his king or the uk of his 
5 ua all him to 0 ae a le! 2 


Br che ſtandard ot our 1 glen, then, od 
by the effects it is fitted to produce, let us 
examine the preſent temper of this nation, 
and let us endeavour to aſcertain whether the 
fear of God. and f the King prevail in this 
iſland, and whether, from the general man- 

; ners of the times, we have reaſon to expect 
the bling: of Heaven 50 our arms. 

e Foe 
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ſince the reformation, we look back, to what- 
ever æra we have recourſe, we ſhall find our- 
ſelves unprincipled and flagitious, beyond all 


| example of former ages. Characters, it is 
true, there have been, in every reign, atroci- 

t ouſly profane and abandoned. But then, in 

| thoſe days, theſe inſtances were rare, and ge- 


nerally reprobated. Vice was not the com- 
plexion of the times. But now, whether we 
examine the remoter or more recent annals 
of our hiſtory, ſince the period in reference, 


We ſhall find ourſelves unparalleled in wick- 
; ed 
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4 Rabei pes and it is to be ſeared 1 in wick. 
ed practices lkewiſe. 


Pinar; the times, before the preſent, moſt 
notoriouſly bad were during the uſurpation of 
Cromwell and the reign of our ſecond Charles. 
But whether we compare the preſent period 
with the conſummate hypocriſy of the pro- 
tectorſhip, or the crying profligacy of the ſuc- 
ceeding government, we ſhall have ſmall rea- 
ſon to boaſt of our ſuperior ſanftity. For 

though diſſimulation was the cloak of the 
uſurper and his tribe of fanatics, and open 
and impudent libertiniſm the characteriſtic of 
the king and the court; yet the contagion 
was not univerſal, The bulk of the nation 
afted upon principle. There were many 
great and good characters. Piety had not 
loſt all its influence. An infidel then, like 
an unclean bird, was obliged to ſhelter him- 
ſelf in his own congenial horrors. Dirt and 
darkneſs as they are his ſolace,” ſo they were 
then his only ſecurity : and he was no ſooner 
ſeen abroad than he was hiſſed and hooted at. 
Every honeſt man joined the honeſt uproar ; 
till they had driven the miſcreant from the 
B 3 face 
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face of the day, and the ſight of. the fun. to 


his former contempti 8 corner." 


Bur now the caſe i is . We are, 
it ſeems grown wiſer than our forefathers, 
They, it is true, had what they thought a 

foundation for their creed. They read much; 
they thought more. They examined coolly, 
they reflected deeply. They methodized their 
reaſoning, they digeſted their knowledge; 
and after a long and laborious inveſtigation, 
they decided in favour of Chriftianity, But 
the common run of modern minute philoſo- 
phers have little learning, leiſure, or abili- 
ties. Yet if their minds, are unfurniſhed, 
their paſſions are eager and ſtrong : and 
8 though they have not force of reaſon to form 
ſound judgement, they have bias of will to 
make a bad eleckion. Nor has there been 
wanting in almoſt every period ſome arch-in- 


* Tre reader has ſcarce need to be reminded -of the 
general oppoſition, which the writings of the philoſo- 
pher of Malmeſbury met with, and the indignity with 
which Shaftſbury, notwithſtanding his rank and rheto- 
ric, was treated by the zealous apologiſts of thoſe, and 
the times immediately eaſujng, 
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 fidel the dictator, the prince and patron of 
the unlettered and implicit race. To him 
they look up for comfort and inſtruction, and 
to his oracular deciſions they pay à blind, 
credulous and unreſerved ſubmiſſion.” This 
method has this double advantage that it 
requires neither much labour nor erudi- 
tion; at the ſame time that it ſets you free 
from the ſuperſtitious ſhackles in which the 
pious ſimplicity of preceding ages were faſt 
bound, and entirely removes every penal ter- 
ror announced by the prieſthood, and rendered 
infinitely tremendous under the odious term 

of damnation. 
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| In ſhort, the times are changed. Our pre- 
deceſſors believed every thing, and we believe 
nothing. Infidelity is the faſhion. Princes 
write panegyricks upon drivellers and dotards. 
The laſt dying words and firm conduct of 
atheiſts and unbelievers are publiſhed to the 
_ Chriſtian world, for their uſe and edification. 
And inſtead of any ſolid and comfortable 
ſcheme of rational theology and immortality, 
occult and independent properties in nature 
are multiplied and contended for, the na- 
B 4 tive, 
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tive, conſcious, palpable, active and aſpiring 
powers of the ſoul are diſputed or denied--- 
vwhilſt the gloomy and degrading doctrines of 
fatal and ineluctable neceſſity---of a limited, 
imperfect, malignant, or ſuperannuated deity, 
---of monſtrous combinations of inert, or more 
monſtrous organizations of intelligent, matter, 
are hardily and cruelly obtruded on the aſto- 
g niſhed and trembling believer.* So that we 
ſtand unrivalled in our atchievements. We 
have exploded the ſcheme of chriſtianity as 
an obſolete impoſition. We have ſubſtituted 
matter in the room of God and Spirit: and 
reduced ourſelves to the envied and glorious 
level of the brutes tat ” ang 


MIC Ts” 


' TrxsE are the 1 ; of our literati. 
Theſe are the principles of ſome of our firſt- 
rate writers. The preſs groans with the 5 
weight and accumulating bulk of theſe blaſ- 7 
Tann i and our ee 1 8 55 


9 Tut books in which theſe e are . 
and their different authors might eaſily be ſpeciſied. But 
the learned reader ſtands in no need of this information, 
and they would only tend to bewilder and 278770 the 


unlearned and unftaple. 


are 
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t 25 J 
we thiks better than a retailed farrago of theſe 
etna 8 Wh 


n a bleſſed effec the prgiagation of 
Ou ſyſtem has had upon our morals, it is 
eaſier to conceive than to deſcribe. Diſſipa- 


tion, extravagance, gaming, folly, lewdneſs 
and luxury prevail amongſt us to a degree un- 
known before in this kingdom. Religious 
reſtrictions no longer repreſs our paſſions ; 


and ſcarcely operate to the preſervation of out- 


ward modeſty in dreſs, in manners and in 


language. Bold and indiſcriminate defama- 
tion, unedifying, inelegant and indelicate 


levity, or coarſer ſubjects exhibited in a coarſ- 


er dreſs form the ſubſtance of common con- 
verſation. We ſpeak, we write, we act, with- 
out any regard to our own, or the characters 


and condition of thoſe about us. We glory 


in our ſhame,“ and are aſhamed of nothing 


but what ought to be our glory, the public 


profeſſion, appearance and practice of religi- 


3 Tas falſe courage and falſe ſhame of libertiniſm 
is well delineated by an antient and elegant dramatiſt. 
Hic, ubi opus eſt, non verentur: illic, ubi nihil OO 
5 6.500 verentur. 
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on. And do we think that this courſe of 
conduct can be either permanent or proſper- 
ous? Or have we nothing to fear either from 
the interpoſition of Providence, or the conſti- 
tution of nature? Or has God never vi/ited 
fur theſe things, or has he never iro: ven- 
n e a nation as this t | 


1 Do not affect to VIP - müch [eſs is it 
the purpoſe of this diſcourſe to raiſe a prema- 
ture alarm, or to ſpread abroad unneceſſary 
terrors. But, certain it is, that ſuch a ſcheme 
of morality, and ſuch an unnatural creed as 
obtain at preſent, can never promote either 
our national ſtrength, or our national glory. 
The ſure effect of vice, ſooner or later, 1 is ruin 
to individuals, and the extermination of nati- 
on. Exceſs and extravagance bring on diſ- 
treſs and bankruptcy. Lewdneſs ends in de- 
bility and diſeaſe. Unprincipled libertiniſm 
takes ſullen ſhelter in deſperate ſuicide.---And 
infidelity and atheiſm, deſtructive of all the 
genuine feelings of humanity, and unfriendly 
to ever tender, every generous purpoſe, to e- 
very natural and every ſocial affection, to e- 
. moral and to every chriſtian duty,---Infi- 
| delity 


= 
© 


———— 
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delity and atheiſm teach us that we have ns 


| ſouls to ſave, no prayers to offer, 10 God to 
fear, uo king to honour, and no country for 


which. we are Apa to fight and die. 3 


W have ny W a large i in 
theſe principles and practices. We have then, 
it is plain, little fear F God before our eyes. 
Let us ſee whether we have any greater fear of 
the bag. 


"nr was a inns SY not long ſince, 
when it became every man to be cautious in 
delivering, and temperate in defining, his po- 
litical opinions. But that time ſeems now 


over: and we muſt take a decided part either 


with thoſe who wiſh well to the conſtitutional 
form of government, or with thoſe who are 
given o change. But before we renounce 
our feelings as Engliſhmen, —before we de- 
termine to throw off the allegiance of ſub- 


jets, — before we take the deſperate reſolve to 


work the ruin of this devoted country, we 
ſhould do well to give place to a little ſerious 
reflection. Innovations are more My in- 
troduced than eradicatet. 
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1 
TRR is no advantage on earth which 
may not be abuſed; there is no bleſſing from 
Heaven which may not be perverted. It has 
been the unhappy fate of almoſt all empires, 
wherein any generous notions or conſiderable 
degrees of liberty have prevailed, to be peſ- 
tered with mcendiaries. Theſe quickly ag- 
= gravate ſome real, or forge and publiſh ſome 
fancied, grievance. The oppreſſion of the ſub- 
ject and the encroaching power of the prince 
are the trite and threadbare complaints of 
party. Diſcontent with the legal govern- 
ment, and diſaffection to the ruling powers, 
as they are generally engendered in ſimilar 
characters, ſo. they almoſt always operate a- 
like. The oppoſition. of this day proceeds 
upon the beaten ground, and the clamour 
of the preſent. mob of malcontents is ſtill for 
liberty. But let us not be ſeduced by the 
ſemblance of patriotiſm. Let us keep aloof 
from the ſhout of ſedition. Many an honeſt 
man, allured by this popular idea has follow- 
ed it to his ruin. 


I 


8 Tus 5 Cataline deſecrated this venerable 
word in the ſame manner. Quin igitur expergiſcimini? 
En illa, illa, quam ſzpe optäſtis bertas, Sall. 

| | Fon 


Fon though the wiſhes:of wild uncultivat- 
ed nature, and the viſionary jargon of ſome 
Utopian projectors affect and favour an equal, 
independent, limited and univerſal liberty; “ 
yet ſociety manifeſtly ſtands, in need of re- 
gulation. Whilſt, ſolid reaſon, ſound expe- 
rience and the moſt authentic hiſtory aſſure 
us that the pride, the profligacy and depra- 
vity of human nature, can only be reſtrained 
from the moſt wanton, cruel, and ſanguinary 
4 exceſſes, by the inſuperable barriers. of eſta- 
_ bliſhed law, and the needful interpoſition of 
55 | the powers which be. For if the legal freedom 8 
5 of Jubjefts be eligible, the limited authority of 
kings we find both eligible and neceſſary. If 


c 
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FE 8 er 28 3 


Ez the one be eſtimable, the other is /alutary : 
and as we e enjoy the former, ſo we are 
juſtly and happily reſtricted by the latter. 1 


They are both eſſential and conſtituent branch- 


„Mx. Locke has been quoted as aſſerting chis ab- 
ſurdity. The ſenfible and patriotic Dean of Glouceſter 
has promiſed to prove him miſtaken. In the mean time 
it may not be improper to quote Mr, Locke's authority 

- againſt himſelf. It is evident, then, that his idea of liber- 
ty did not exclude moderate reftraint. For it is an axi- 
om of his that where there is zo lagu there is no free- 
aum.“ Locke on Government. I OR: 
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were but ſenſible of our advantages, a happy 
| conjunction! Let us, then, be careful, that 


we neither encourage nor ſuffer innovations: 
and let us not, with impious zeal, attempt to 
weaken or diſſolve a connexion, which God 
and mati have thus concurred to put ber, 
to en * Wel . 


Thu are n in politic ood ſecrets 
of ſtate which few perhaps have ſufficient a- 
cuteneſs, and fewer the opportunity to ex- 


plore. But one thing every man, with his 


eyes open and his ſenſes unimpaired, muſt 
have obſerved, and he compelled to acknow- 


ledge. It is this. That amidſt the commo- 


tions and competitions, the diſtractions and 


diviſions, the ferment and turbulence of this 
unhappy country, we are in no hazard of ty- 


ranny. The, danger is on the other ſide. 
A large body of the empire is, and has been 
long, in arms againſt their lawful prince. They 
have joined themſelves. to their and our com- 
mon enemy. They have been and are ftill 


- abetted by a numerous, a werey and 1 monly 
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Tur oppoſition of this Goldin to the mea- 
ſures of government has been urged with a 
licenſe of language, an irreverence of expoſ- | 
tulation, an inſolence of remonſtrance, a per- 
verſion of terms, a miſapplication of parts, 
and a proſtitution of talents extremely unbe- 
coming ſtateſmen and ſubjects, and highly 


_ diſgraceful to the wiſdom, the wei ight and dig- 


nity of a ſenatorial convention.* Nor has 
this factious ſpirit been confined to the circle 
of their public capacity only. The ſame tem- 


per has betrayed itſelf without doors, Our 


public prints are filled with the moſt inflam- 
matory and ſeditious ſpeeches. Rude, un- 


dutiful, contemptuous and odious perſonal 


reflections are caſt upon perſons of ſupreme 
rank, The demon of ſedition urges his emiſ- 
ſaries to the moſt indecent exceſſes. And 


„Qui conſilio ſuv rectoribus civitatum adſiſtunt, 
que ex uſu reipublicz videbantur eſſe, dextre & fide- 
liter citra affectus ac pravos reſpectus, exponant ; ſa- 
lutem reipublice in omnibus conſiliis pro ſcopo ha- 
beant, non proprias opes, ant potentiam Jactionibus & 


_ coitionibus illicitis abſtineant; nihil quod dici oportet 


cifimulent, nihil quod raceri oportet eliminent, &c. 
Puffendorf, lib. II. c. 18. 


bitter 


1 
bitter and unmerited invective, is directed 
againſt the auguſt perſon of the ſovereign, and 
with undaunted and overbearing inſolence le- 
; velled at the throne itſelf,“ 5 


* 7 7 4 


"OjragjrIons. there kavs 5 to pern 


Fs in this, and all free ſtates, moderate, 
meritorious and patriotic, And there are 
ſome few proteſts + on record, which will do 
the proteſters immortal honour, and ſtand to 


#®Rxcrorinvs, civitatis! n aber, | robervniiam, 
fidelitatem, & obſequium. Cui conjunctum eſt, ut idem 
præſenti ſtatu adquieſcat, neque ad res novandas ani- 
mum adjiciat,—utque bene ac honorifice de nſdem, & 
Forum actionibus fentiat, atque loquatur. : 

e | Puffendorf, lib. II. c. 11. 


gy Or far ach ſort was the protel made againſt an enormous 


perpetual penſion, ſettled, at the requeſt of the pre/en: 
petitioners, on the title and deſcendants of a ſtateſman, 


who, though he had deſerved well of his country during 
his employment, made a moſt ungracious uſe of the royal 


bounty ever after. Of the ſame nature was that ſingle 


negative vote, when the farce of the national thanks to a 


Britiſh admiral for bearing away from a broken enemy, 
was exhibited with ſo much mock-ſolemaity by his maje/ty'- 
ſervants at St. Stephen's. Such illuſtrious diſſentients may 
juſtly adopt the ſublime language given. by the e to the 
grone luminary of the day. 


Nitor in adverſum; z nec me, qui cætera, vincit 
enn: K rapido contrarius evehor orbi. 


poſterity 


i 
poſterity a perennial monument of their inte- 
grity, independency and public conſcience. 
But always to oppoſe and contradict, to be 
inceſſantly moroſe, querulous and croaking, — 
for ever to wear the ſame rueful features, and 
invariably to repeat the ſame melancholy fore- 
bodings,—what is it but to damp and deject 
the brave and enterprizing genius of Britain, 
and to add artificial ſpirits to her-perfidious 
and daſtardly enemies? What is it but to 
| fight the battles of France? What i is it but 
to rouze the native lethargy of Spain? What 
is it but a ſuccedaneum for the exhauſted re- 
ſources, and animation to the expiring ſpirit 
of rebellion in America? What is it but the 
rancorous and unrelenting malignity of a 
diſappointed and deſperate faction, whole ſole 


mortification is to be out of place,“ whaſe 
| C bine x 


* This has been a a fundamental grievance. The 
afſeciated conftderacy of conſpirators at Rome, | breathed 
the ſame ſentiments and ſmarted under the ſame ravenous 
feelings, —Poſtquam reſpublica in paucorum potentium 
jus atque ditionem conceſſit, ſemper illis reges, tetrarchæ 
vectigales eſſe; populi, nationes ſtipendia pendere: cæ- 
teri omnes, ſtrenui, boni, nobiles, atque ignobiles, l- 
us fuimus, fine gratia fine auctoritate, his obnoxii qui- 


bus 


„ 
bittereſt vexation,* Caſſandra like, never to 
be credited by thaſe * dare, and whoſe 


eternal 


bus ſi reſpublica valeret, formidini eſſemus. Itaque om- 
nis gratia, potentia, honos, divitia apud illos ſunt, aut 
ubi illi volunt: nobis reliquere pericula, repulſas, judicia, 
egeftatem, —Quis mortalium, cui virile ingentum ineſt, 
tolerare poteſt, illis divitias ſuperare—nobis remfamilia- 
rem, etiam ad neceſſaria deeſſe? illos binas, aut am- 
plius domus continuare; ; nobis eſt domi inopia, „oris 4. 


alienum; mala 1 res £ Ae multo bar: Delia. Orat. 


4 


A philoſodker hs Was a familiar reſident in courts, 


_ had been long in the habit of intimate and uninter- 


rupted communication with kings -a philoſopher, whoſe 
ſagacity led, and whoſe ſituation enabled, him to inveſti- 
gate the different ſyſtems of government and the various 


| ſources of their corruption, reſolves the principal cauſe of 
ſedition i in every form of the republican polity into the 


luſtof power, preeminence, or wealth. Ariſtotel. Politic. 
lib. V. And to ſhew his abhorrence of civil diſſenſion 
he attributes it in general to the abandoned part of the 
community =o: _ aer dierpegavreg Ob Foun g 


lib. V. . Fool. edit. Cauſab. 


Tum etiam fatis aperit t Caſſandra futuris 
Otra, Dei julfu, nen maden credita Teucris. 


| VIRGIL. 
"Wi 3 the fate W the, merit of Caſſandra. In 
the only. of their me they have declaimed, but 

| | they 
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crernal opprobrium, to have been the aggra- 
vators of their country's weakneſs, and, in 


conſequence, the indirect and able auxiliaries 


95 her e # 


WuarzyzR CAUSE 0 the PHT Rs Divine 
or the ſpeculative Philoſopher may aſſign for 
our national diſtreſs, the insTRUMENTSs of it 
are undeniably manifeſt : and our ruin, if our 
ruin be- at hand, will not proceed from place- 


men, but from pretended patriots : it will not 
be brought on by princes, but by parricides : 


they have not demonſtrated, they have aſſerted, but they 


 haye not proved; they have condemned meaſures which 


they could not meliorate, and criminated men, not whoſe 
condu& they did in their conſcience diſapprove, but 
whoſe ſituation from their hearts they envied. They have 


made tedious, formal, and malignant inquiſitions Which 


have terminated ſolely in their own egregious confuſion: 
and in the heat of debate and from the plenitude of their 
ſpleen, inauſpicious predi&jons haye eſcaped them, which 


in fpite of their moſt ſanguine Wiles, | the e events have 


providentially belied. 


If the reader c can. hear = Aifreſſiog and FRO a view 
of human nature, exhibited in the H. iftory of Oppoſition, he 


may receive complete information on this ſubject, by. a 
N of ene Sn. 498 and | ga pa phlet. 


_ lar 1 (CC 2 : it 


ö —it on not be l FUR rants, but by 


ſcene of civil diſſenſions, and too often of civil 


are in force againſt us, ſeems little leſs than 


when we ſhould be fighting abroad, to pro- 


ments, and to be clamouring for the redreſs 
empire trembles to its baſe, and our very ex- 
with ſuch airs of ſufficiency too, to be in dan- 
ger, reſembles the wiſe conduct of thoſe do- 
concerning the repair of a wall or a window, 
inſtead of uniting their endeavours, and bend- 


the flames. A foreign war was wont formerly to 


5 1 5 1 


5 ö 
Tris kd; has been 1 the 


ſlaughter. But that we ſhould make war upon 
each other at a time when our foreign enemies 


a judicial infatuation. To be factious at home 


poſe withholding the neceſſary ſupplies from 
government when the ſubject ſnould be raiſing, 
and the monarch applying, them to the na- 
tional defence, to be inſiſting upon trifling 
regulations in particular diminutive depart- 
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of petty grievances when the whole of the 


iſtence as an independent kingdom is faid, and 


meſtic politicians, who if their habitation were 
on fire, ſhould continue to debate and diſpute 


ing all their nerves, to effect an extinction of 


heal 
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I 0 +. 
heal all diviſions, to unite all hearts, and to join 
all hands. But even this has loſt its uſual effica- 
ey. We are it ſeems neither to be frightened 
nor beaten into unanimity. The truth of the 
matter perhaps is this. The ſons of ſedition 
have, many of them, little to loſe, and ſome- 
thing they may get in the ſcramble. They 
have not much property of their own, and if 
they can ſet their neighbours together by the 
ears, they may chance to ſeize their effects, in 


oh the ny _ turmoil of the conflict. — 


Ler us ſuppoſe this unhappy event 3 90 
C3 „ about, 


0 L genus eſt eorum, qui quanquam premuntur + 
zre alieno dominationem tamen expectant: rerum potiri 


volunt: honores quos quietà republic deſperant, pertur- 


bats conſequi poſſe at Cicero Orat. II. in 


Cat. 
Parallels wil force lms upon a claſlic memory. 


: It will not be out of place to obſerve here, that during 


the conſulate of Cicero, the oppoſition at Rome was 
compoſed both of city and of country members, alike 
profuſe, and alike poor. Speaking of another tribe of 
the conſpirators, that able and eloquent ſtateſman ſays, 
Sed tamen hi ſunt coloni. Hi dum ædificant, tanquam 
beati : dum prædiis, lecticis, familiis magnis, conviviis 


apparatis delectantur, in tantum cs alienum inciderunt, 
ut 1 ri * yoling Sylla fit 11s ab inferis excitandus, 


Another 


about; let us ſuppoſe the foreign war ſubſid- 


ed,“ and that we had no enemies abroad to 


rs with. Let us ſuppoſe ourfelves mad 
enough to embroil the king and commons in 
4 ſerious quarrel, and furious enough to ſup- 
port each his favoured party in arms. What 
would be the iſſue of this unhappy contention? 
What Þ4s been, you need not to be informed, 
and what might, nay what muß be, it requires 


: no profound ſagacity to diſcern. One of the 


contending parties muſt at laſt prevail. If the 
war ſhould terminate in the ſuperiority of the 
cron. Eonfiſcations,” 


3 8 of thels. bandits he kobe, as 
Genus ſans varium & miſtum & turbulentum. And 
(how uniformly do private vices operate to the public 
detriment 1) he concludes the hideous picture thus: In 
his gregibus omnes aleatores, omnes en omnes 
___— impudicique verſantur, 


_ © Domeſtic diſtenfons in the heat 1d Aer of 
| 5 war only tend to ſtrengthen the common enemy. 
A civil conteſt would, at this ſeaſon, be the extreme of 
madneſs. It would involve the combatants in one uni- 
verſal ruin. And England from her former meridian of 
glory might dwindle into a province dependent upon 
Fre rance. Peaceful times are for obvious reaſons moſt 
favourable to infurgents; Cataline knew how to avail 
| himſelf of ſuch an opportunity. In Italia nullus exer- 
citus: ſenatus nihil ſans intentus: tutæ, tranquillæque 
res omnes: fed ea prorſus opportuna Catalinæ.“ Sall, 
tions, 


Fade, aliena- 


A 
* 


in} 
tions, exile or an infamous execution await 
the traytors, and the nation at large muſt, in 
future, ſubmit to the irreſiſtible will of the 
victor. Suppoſe the up̃per houſe moſt pow- 
erful. You have the ſavage feudal ſyſtem re- 
vived: and, vaſſals, we muſt ſubmit to ſerve 
or to be fold, at the command of maſters i im- 
perious, capricious and cruel... If. the com- 
mons, as formerly, . ſhould weather out the 
ſtorm of civil carnage, what remains, I be- 
ſeech you, to conſole us for the loſs of our 
preſent ſecure, ſteady, and equitable eſtabliſh- 
ment, but the clamour, vehemence, contra- 
diction and fluctuation of republican councils; 
and inſtead of one, the merciful monarch of 
a free people, near ſix hundred tyrants, the 
inceſſant and intolerable ſcourges of more 
than fix millions of ſlaves Till ſome vil- 
lain, more artful, able, and aſpiring than 
the reſt, ſhould gain the aſcendancy,—defpiſe 
and diſmiſs his fellow commoners,—uſurp ſu- 
preme and unlimited power—and rule this 
wretched, ruined. country with a rod of ſcor- 
pions. Some one or other of theſe calamities, 
or, in all probability, a much worſe would 
enſue. At all events, it would be ſcarce pru- 
dent to make the experiment, in 1 
of a milder alternative. | 
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W Fin A 1 — upon ak += an illuſ 


trious example of piety and [purity in a cor- 


rupt and abandoned age. We have a king, 


a Briton, and a friend to Britons. Let us ac- 

quire and preſerve a due ſenſe of this bleſſing. 
Let us not give heed to party- lies, nor be 
tempted to forego our loyalty. If you have 
any * property which you value, if you have 


i * lives dalle Fee own which you hold 


Let 3 man of lara property water at he only | 


holds it by a . tenure confirmed to him by the laws, as 
now eſtabliſhed. If thoſe laws be altered or abrogated ;— 
if the preſent code or ſyſtem of Juriſprudence be deranged, 
debilitated, or reſcinded ;—if any or all of the different 
branches of the legiſlature of this land be depoſed or 
annihilated either by their mutual conflicts, or by the 
_ uſurped power of others, a revolution is effected: — the 


former conſtitution is at an end :—the laws are trampled 


upon, their authority is done away : —nothing is held ve- 
nerable or ſacred :—all things divine and human are con- 
founded, - and property is unſubſtantial, is transferred, 
is untenable, or tenable only at the will of the uſurper. 


This notion is by no means chimerical. A devolu- 
< tion of power to the people at large (and conſequent- 
ly to a majority of them) includes in it a diſſolution of 
«© the whole form of government, and by annibilating the 
e ſoverei on power, repeals all poſitive laws whatſoever 
& before enacted.. EM vol. 1. p. 162. 
et Ar, | 111 dear, 
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E 
dear, if you have any love to your country or 
reſpect to your religion, fear God and the 
8 eee 
Bur if you are mad with party, or prompt- 
ed by pride to neglect and deſpiſe the happi- 
neſs and allotment which is before you, go, 
in queſt of adventures, to ſome more favourite 
clime.—Depart a voluntary exile from your 
hated native foil. Ernbark for the continent; 
and, in the envied metropolis of Gaul, crouch 
your haughty head to the uncontrolled 
monarch of that ſervile ſtate, and lead an 
anxious life, at the nod of the tyrant, every 
moment liable to be for ever buried in the 
damp and dreary caverns of the ruthleſs 
Baſtille.— Or if your coward heart recoils at 
the proſpect, let the Pyrenees ſecure your ſafety, 
and fee how long your licentious ſpirit will 
brook the gloomy reſtraint and ſuſpicious 
ſolemnity of Spaniſh manners; and how long 
you can bear to tremble under the hourly ap- 
prehenſion of ſuffering the moſt exquiſite tor- 
tures of the Inquiſition. Or if you want more 
liberty, go to America:—aſſort with the 
Yankees :---cultivate their woods and wilds :— 
habituate yourſelf to the dangerous viciſſitudes 
ol their intemperate atmoſphere ;---and, ſince 
; RR da M 
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yi! are not contented to ſubmit to the mild 
reſtraints of legal government, go and bow 
your neck to the feet of all the ſelf· delegated 
: . which ane the Congreſs. 


Ie your. reaſon is not entirely g 


in the frenzy of faction, if your ſtock of pru- 
dence i is not as inconſiderable as your ſtock of 
real patriotiſm, rather be adyiſed to open your 
eyes to the ruin on which you are about to 
run. Conſider the meaſures already taken, and 
whither they muſt inevitably lead you. . Let 
remorſe ſucceed, to riot: and, prevent, whilſt 
it is in your power, the wreck of the regal re- 


public. Our liberty, the pride, the boaſt of 


Britain, and the envy of ſurrounding ſtates is 
already degenerated 1 into licentiouſneſs. This 
imperceptibly leads to illicit combinations,— 
to open diſobedience, —to actual reſiſtance.— to 
inteſtine war with all its train of attendant hor- 
_ rors: and the ſure iſſue of this civil ſtrife will be 


tyranny, democracy, anarchy, or ſlayery. Our 


religion heaven-deſcended is, by ſome of its 

profeſſors, ſtained with an impure mixture of 
ſcepticiſm. It is by others impiouſly oppoſ- 
ed; and if this ſpirit be progreſſive, we ſhall 
; fink into national infidelity, or monſtrous 
| atheiſm. The conſummation of our ruin will 
then be effected. On this ſide the eternal 


bourn, 
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pourn, we can deſcend to no lower depth of 
melancholy, miſery or perdition. The na- 
tional rejection of Chriſtianity hath ever been 
followed 9 5 the __ Wale e 
1 | 

Brok our TOE are eli 
before our condition is irreparable let us ſtand 
cotrected. Let us fear Gad. Let us be thankful 
to Heaven for our liberty“ and for our laws. 
Let us humble ourſelves in the fight of the 
Almighty. Let us confeſs our unworthineſs 
of his mercies. Let us amend our lives: and 
let our repentance be as ſignal as our impieties 
have been, Above all let us learn to value, 
to reſpect and cultivate in ourſelves and others, 
that divine religion which we have ſeen to be 
ſo favourable to the intereſts of ſie: and doh 
MAY of good government. bY | 


Mas: to the her of Cod let us join a | qurifat 
fear of the King. Let us not ſpeak evil of the 
_ ruler of our people. Let us wot ſpeak evil of 
dignities. Let us be ſubjett, not ot only an wrath, 
but yer 2 02 Jake. i | 


. We enjoy the moſt perfect ſtate of freedom in Eur ope, 
or, perhaps, in the whole world beſide, See Blackſtone, 


paſſim—& Monteſquieu vol, I. 8vo. in the e on the 
: Eagliſh Conſtitution, | 


4 


To bade: Zet us not meddle, let us 
| je ns no part or connection with thoſe that 
are given to change. Let us join as one man 
animated and actuated by one mind. Let 
faction, let party, let bitterneſs and evil- 
ſpeaking be put away from us, and let ſincere 
piety to God, and reſpectful ſubmiſſion to 
government be our firm and fraternal —_ of 
Mo union. . 


Tux mal we be more than a match for all 
our enemies. Then Zho/e that be for us will be 
more and mightier than thoſe that be againſt 
1. For then Heaven would fight our battles, 
and God himſelf go out with our fleets 
and armies. Then would our light break forth 
as the morning, and our bealth ſpring forth ſpeedily. 
Then would righteouſneſs go before us, and 8 
8145 of th "oY Zan be our rereward, 
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